Bylaws
21st LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT DEMOCRATIC ORGANIZATION
[bookmark: _Toc464867234][bookmark: _Toc465126226][bookmark: _Toc534467550][bookmark: _Toc3164636]Preamble
Pursuant to the Charter of the Democratic Party of the United States, the Charter of the Democratic Party of the State of Washington, and the Snohomish County Democratic Central Committee Bylaws, we do hereby organize ourselves as a body politic, with all rights and privileges granted under those documents and adopt the following Bylaws
[bookmark: _Toc464867235][bookmark: _Toc465126227][bookmark: _Toc534467551][bookmark: _Toc3164637]Name of Organization
The name of this organization shall be the “21st Legislative District Democratic Organization”, hereafter referred to as “the 21st LD”.
[bookmark: _Toc464867236][bookmark: _Toc465126228][bookmark: _Toc534467552][bookmark: _Toc3164638]Purpose
The purpose of the 21st LD shall be:
a) To promote the ideals and principles of the Democratic Party.
b) To assist in the selection and election of Democratic candidates for public office.
c) To increase citizen participation in government and their communities.
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[bookmark: _Toc464867237][bookmark: _Toc465126229][bookmark: _Toc534467553][bookmark: _Toc3164639]Membership
[bookmark: _Toc464867238][bookmark: _Toc465126230][bookmark: _Toc534467554][bookmark: _Toc3164640]Membership Levels
[bookmark: _Toc464867239][bookmark: _Toc465126231][bookmark: _Toc534467555][bookmark: _Toc3164641]General Member
Qualifications
General membership is granted automatically to:
1. Elected and appointed Democratic Precinct Committee Officers in the 21st Legislative District.
2. Members of the Executive Board not otherwise eligible to vote.
3. All appointed Democratic Precinct Organizers. Precinct Organizers shall be general or associate members, appointed by the Chairperson, subject to approval or removal by the general membership. Precinct Organizers are responsible to fulfill the responsibilities of Precinct Committee Officers, to the extent permitted by law, in those precincts having no Democratic Committee Officers.  Precinct Organizers shall endeavor to identify Democrats residing and registered to vote in the assigned precinct for appointment or election as Precinct Committee Officers.
[bookmark: _Toc464867240][bookmark: _Toc465126232][bookmark: _Toc534467556][bookmark: _Toc3164642]Associate Member
Qualifications
Associate membership is granted, upon request, to any registered voter residing in the 21st Legislative District who declares themselves to be a Democrat and who has paid membership dues as provided for in these bylaws.  
Privileges
Associate members have all privileges granted to general members except the ability to vote in elections of officers.  Voting rights are granted upon the satisfaction of one of these provisions:
1. The member has signed in at a general or special meeting within the last 3 months.
2. Twenty days have elapsed from requesting membership.
[bookmark: _Toc464867241][bookmark: _Toc465126233][bookmark: _Toc534467557][bookmark: _Toc3164643]Auxiliary Member
Qualifications
Auxiliary membership is granted upon request to any person of legal voting age who declares themselves to be a Democrat and is not qualified for either general or associate membership.
Privileges
Auxiliary members are granted only permission to speak in debate.
[bookmark: _Toc464867242][bookmark: _Toc465126234][bookmark: _Toc534467558][bookmark: _Toc3164644]Membership transition
If a member no longer qualifies for membership at their current level, they shall automatically be transitioned to the highest level of membership that they still qualify for. 
[bookmark: _Toc464867243][bookmark: _Toc465126235][bookmark: _Toc468660377][bookmark: _Toc468660378][bookmark: _Toc464867244][bookmark: _Toc465126236][bookmark: _Toc534467559][bookmark: _Toc3164645]Membership dues
[bookmark: _Toc464867245][bookmark: _Toc465126237][bookmark: _Toc534467560][bookmark: _Toc3164646]General Provisions
All members are responsible to contribute to the organization's financial needs through payment of dues and/or through in-kind contributions, if possible.  A reasonable yearly membership fee shall be assessed upon all members of the 21st LD.  The membership fee shall only be set at the first general meeting of each year.  The Executive Board shall recommend the amount of the assessment, subject to approval or change by the voting membership.  Membership dues for existing members must be paid (or waived) before or at the February general meeting each year. If a member pays dues in November or December, the next year’s due requirement is automatically waived.
[bookmark: _Toc464867246][bookmark: _Toc465126238][bookmark: _Toc534467561][bookmark: _Toc3164647]Waiver & Records
No person shall be required to pay membership dues.  A waiver of membership dues may be obtained by a request made in writing and delivered to the Treasurer.  
[bookmark: _Toc465126239][bookmark: _Toc534467562][bookmark: _Toc3164648]Confidentiality
Records concerning payment/waiver of dues shall be kept strictly confidential by the Treasurer and shall only be disclosed by a unanimous vote of the other Executive Board members. If disclosed, the reason for such disclosure shall be reported to each member whose information was disclosed.
[bookmark: _Toc464867247][bookmark: _Toc465126240][bookmark: _Toc534467563][bookmark: _Toc3164649]Failure to Pay Dues
If a member’s dues are not paid or a waiver obtained by the date of the March general meeting, that member shall be removed from membership.
[bookmark: _Toc465126241][bookmark: _Toc534467564][bookmark: _Toc3164650]Contact Information
Members shall supply a mailing address for validation of residency as well as for use for written notifications that must be sent to members. If a member provides an email address, this address shall be used for written notifications in place of postal mail, unless the member requests otherwise.
[bookmark: _Toc464867248][bookmark: _Toc465126242][bookmark: _Toc534467565][bookmark: _Toc3164651][bookmark: _Toc468660154][bookmark: _Toc468660245][bookmark: _Toc468660385]Membership List
So that voting members of the 21st LD shall be able to freely communicate with each other for the purpose of proposing resolutions, bylaws, amendments or other business requiring notice, a mailing list of the voting members of the 21st LD shall made available upon request to other voting members. “Voting members” applies to all General and Associate Members. This membership list shall only be available to voting members and shall consist of: precinct, name, and one or more of the following pieces of contact information: phone number, email address, mailing address (default).
[bookmark: _Toc468660155][bookmark: _Toc468660246][bookmark: _Toc468660386][bookmark: _Toc465126243][bookmark: _Toc534467566][bookmark: _Toc3164652]Rules
Any abuse of the membership list shall result in disciplinary action. Abuse shall include, but not be limited to: 
1) Use of contact information for purposes not germane to the business of the 21st LD.
2) Sharing of information with non-voting members.
3) Repeatedly failing to comply with requests by members to halt further communication. 
4) Use of the BCC Line is mandatory when the message is being sent more than 10 members.
[bookmark: _Toc465126244][bookmark: _Toc534467567][bookmark: _Toc3164653][bookmark: _Toc468660157][bookmark: _Toc468660248][bookmark: _Toc468660388]Opt-Out Process
A member may choose to block up to two contact forms in writing, submitted to the Secretary, without going through the opt-out process. If a member wishes to have all contact information withheld from the membership list, they may request in writing. This request shall be confidentially reviewed and voted on by a committee made up of the Chair and Vice Chairs. If the request is denied and the member chooses to terminate membership, the member shall have their membership dues for the current year refunded.
[bookmark: _Toc534467568][bookmark: _Toc3164654]Referral to Membership
At the discretion of the Chair, requests to obtain the membership list may be referred for approval or rejection by a vote of the membership at the next meeting. The Chair shall provide notice to the requestor and the membership providing justification for the referral.
Member removal
Member removal shall be conducted in accordance with 21st Robert’s Rules, section 61 thru section 63.
[bookmark: _Toc469478699][bookmark: _Toc469478803][bookmark: _Toc468660158][bookmark: _Toc468660249][bookmark: _Toc468660389][bookmark: _Toc464867249][bookmark: _Toc465126245][bookmark: _Toc534467570][bookmark: _Toc3164655]Officers
[bookmark: _Toc465126246][bookmark: _Toc534467571][bookmark: _Toc3164656]Duties of Officers
In addition to those specified in these bylaws, all officers are expected to fulfill their duties as specified by the parliamentary authority and any additional duties assigned to them. 
[bookmark: _Toc464867250][bookmark: _Toc465126247][bookmark: _Toc534467572][bookmark: _Toc3164657]Officer Positions
[bookmark: _Toc464867251][bookmark: _Toc465126248][bookmark: _Toc534467573][bookmark: _Toc3164658]Chair
The Chair shall be the presiding officer of the organization and shall conduct meetings in accordance with the all applicable laws, the Charter & Bylaws of the national and Washington state democratic party organizations, these bylaws and all adopted rules. The Chair shall be the principal spokesperson for the organization. Other members may be granted the right to speak on behalf of the organization only by a majority vote of the Executive Board.
[bookmark: _Toc464867252][bookmark: _Toc465126249][bookmark: _Toc534467574][bookmark: _Toc3164659]First & Second Vice-Chair
The first vice-chair must identify as a different gender than the Chair. The vice-chairs shall fulfill the responsibilities of the Chair in their absence and are expected to be well versed in parliamentary procedure, the bylaws, and any other responsibilities of the Chair that they may be required to fulfill.
[bookmark: _Toc464867253][bookmark: _Toc465126250][bookmark: _Toc534467575][bookmark: _Toc3164660]State Committee Representatives
There shall be two state committee members elected identifying as different genders.  The State Committee Representatives are responsible for attending all meetings of the State Central Committee and shall vigorously advocate for any resolutions or other orders passed by the membership. The State Committee Members shall coordinate their efforts with and serve as elected alternates of the County Committee Representatives.
[bookmark: _Toc534467576][bookmark: _Toc3164661]County Committee Representatives
There shall be two county committee members elected identifying as different genders. The County Committee Representatives are responsible for attending all meetings of the Snohomish County Central Committee and shall vigorously advocate for any resolutions or other orders passed by the membership. The elected county committee members shall coordinate their efforts with the State Committee Representatives so that, if necessary, they may be prepared to act as a proxy for the State Committee Members, if granted a proxy by their respective State Committee Representative.
[bookmark: _Toc464867255][bookmark: _Toc465126252][bookmark: _Toc534467577][bookmark: _Toc3164662]Secretary
The Secretary shall be responsible for recording meeting minutes, attendance, and resolutions. They are also responsible for maintaining and providing access to organizational records, and handling any required correspondences including, sending the call to meetings.
[bookmark: _Toc464867256][bookmark: _Toc465126253][bookmark: _Toc534467578][bookmark: _Toc3164663]Treasurer
The Treasurer shall be responsible for handling all funds of the organization. They shall also be required to comply fully with all organizational rules and all other applicable rules and legal requirements surrounding political activities, such as those of the Public Disclosure Commission. The Treasurer shall also assist with budgeting, fundraising, and any other fiscal activities, as needed.  To assist the Treasurer, the Chair shall appoint a Deputy Treasurer, subject to confirmation by the membership.
[bookmark: _Toc534467579][bookmark: _Toc3164664]Sergeant-At-Arms
The Sergeant-At-Arms is responsible for maintaining order at meetings at the direction of the Chair and in accordance with any rules or policies adopted. The Sergeant-At-Arms shall be appointed by the Executive Board, subject to approval of the membership.
[bookmark: _Toc534467580][bookmark: _Toc3164665]Parliamentarian
The Parliamentarian is responsible for providing guidance to the Chair on parliamentary process during meetings. The Parliamentarian may be appointed by the Executive Board, subject to approval of the membership.
[bookmark: _Toc534467581][bookmark: _Toc3164666]Section 4.02.09 - Young Democrats Liaison.
The Chair shall appoint, when possible, a member under the age of 36 to be liaison to the Young Democrats organization, subject to confirmation by the membership.
[bookmark: _Toc534467582][bookmark: _Toc3164667]Section 4.02.10 - Appointed Officers – 
Appointed officers should be appointed at the first or second general meeting after Reorganization.
[bookmark: _Toc464867257][bookmark: _Toc464867258][bookmark: _Toc465126254][bookmark: _Toc534467583][bookmark: _Toc3164668]Election
Any registered voter residing in the 21st District who declares themselves to be a Democrat may be nominated and elected as an officer of the 21st LD. In accordance with State Charter and Bylaws, officers are elected at the organizational meeting held in December or January following the general election in even-numbered years.  At the organizational meeting, only elected Precinct Committee Officers may vote in the election of officers.  After the organizational meeting, only appointed and elected Precinct Committee Officers may vote in the election of replacement officers.  Officers shall serve until the next organizational meeting, or until successors are elected.
[bookmark: _Toc464867259][bookmark: _Toc465126255][bookmark: _Toc534467584][bookmark: _Toc3164669]Election Process
1) All offices shall be open to nominations from the floor. Nominations may be made prior to an election in writing and must be signed by the person being nominated.
2) Nominations and election of each office shall be held one at a time in the following order:  Chairperson, First Vice-Chair, Second Vice-Chair, State Delegates and County Delegates, Secretary, Treasurer. 
3) If there is no nominee for a position at the time of the election, it shall remain open until filled by election.
4) Brief comments may be made on behalf of each nomination and second, and by candidates. Comments shall be limited to one minute per speech for the nomination and second. A speech may be made by the candidate, limited to three minutes.
5) Voting shall be by signed written ballot. Unopposed candidates may be elected by acclamation.
6) The candidate receiving a majority of eligible votes cast, shall be elected. Absentee candidates must accept the results before taking office.
7) If no candidate receives a majority, the candidate with the fewest votes shall be dropped. If there are multiple candidates tied with the fewest votes, should no candidate wish to withdraw, a runoff vote shall occur between the tied candidates, with the candidate earning the most votes proceeding to the next round. In the event of a tie during a runoff, the winner of the tie shall be decided by lot.
8) Between each round of non-runoff voting, candidates may make a speech limited to one minute and may withdraw at any time between rounds of voting.
9) When only two candidates remain, In the event of a tie, there shall be a revote.  If that revote results in a tie, the election shall be decided by lot.
[bookmark: _Toc464867260][bookmark: _Toc465126256][bookmark: _Toc534467585][bookmark: _Toc3164670]Resignation
Resignation of an officer shall be made in writing and shall be effective upon receipt by the Executive Board. All written resignations should be kept on file.
[bookmark: _Toc464867261][bookmark: _Toc465126257][bookmark: _Toc534467586][bookmark: _Toc3164671]Removal
[bookmark: _Toc534467587][bookmark: _Toc3164672]For Cause
A vote to remove any officer for cause may be initiated by one of the following:
a) a petition signed by at least as many members as constitutes a quorum at a general meeting.  
b) a two-thirds vote of the entire Executive Board
[bookmark: _Toc464867262][bookmark: _Toc465126258][bookmark: _Toc534467588][bookmark: _Toc3164673]For Absences
A vote for removal shall be initiated if an officer:
1) is absent for four (4) regularly scheduled consecutive general meetings.
2) is absent for three (3) regularly scheduled consecutive Executive Board meetings 
3) is absent for six (6) regularly scheduled Executive Board meetings in a twelve (12) month period.
[bookmark: _Toc465126259][bookmark: _Toc534467589][bookmark: _Toc3164674]Process
Once a vote to remove an officer is initiated, written notice shall be sent to all members within 4 days. The vote for removal shall be held at the next general business meeting, or a special meeting called for that purpose, held at least 10 days after notice is given.  
[bookmark: _Hlk482740407][bookmark: _Hlk482740261][bookmark: _Toc464867265][bookmark: _Toc465126261]Unless amended or repealed, pursuant to Washington State law, RCW 29A.80.061, the Chair may only be removed by the majority vote of the elected precinct committee officers in the chair's district.  Voting on the removal of other officers shall be open to all members eligible to vote in the election of a replacement.  Votes on removal of officers require written notice to be sent to the entire membership, at least 10 days before the vote, and a majority vote in the affirmative.
[bookmark: _Toc534467590][bookmark: _Toc3164675]Vacancies
In the event of a vacancy, the Executive Board shall inform the membership in writing within 7 days. An interim replacement may be appointed by the Executive Board to fulfill the officer’s duties until a successor can be elected. This interim appointee may not vote on Executive Board matters.  An election shall be held to elect a replacement at the start of the next general meeting at least 7 days after written notice is sent to the membership. 
In the event of a vacancy in one of the Chair positions, the remaining chairs automatically succeed any vacant position above them.
[bookmark: _Toc464867266][bookmark: _Toc465126262][bookmark: _Toc534467591][bookmark: _Toc3164676]Meetings
[bookmark: _Toc464867267][bookmark: _Toc465126263][bookmark: _Toc534467592][bookmark: _Toc3164677]Regular general membership meetings 
Regular membership meetings shall be held monthly except for the meeting in the month of August, which may be cancelled by a majority vote at the July meeting. In the event of an absence of all Chairs from a general meeting, the body shall select a temporary Chair to preside over the meeting using a plurality vote. In the event of a tie, the chair shall be decided by lots.
[bookmark: _Toc464867269][bookmark: _Toc465126264][bookmark: _Toc534467593][bookmark: _Toc3164678]Yearly Scheduling of Meetings
The Chair shall see that written notification of all regular meetings for the year is mailed to the voting membership at least ten days prior to the first meeting of the new calendar year.  Changes to the yearly schedule must pass by a majority vote of the Executive Board. Written notification of any changes in the date, time and place of that schedule shall be made to the voting membership no less than ten days prior to the meeting. 
[bookmark: _Toc465126265][bookmark: _Toc534467594][bookmark: _Toc3164679]Call to Regular Meetings
At least 10 days before any regular meeting, a Call shall 
a) Be posted to the front page of the 21st LD website, which shall satisfy notification for members that have not provided email contact information.
b) Be emailed to all members that have provided email address contact information. 
c) State the time, place, and any matters that require prior notice. 
After the initial Call has been made, any changes to the motions submitted must comply with these requirements. If a member is unable to receive notice by internet, special accommodations shall be granted by the Executive Board.
[bookmark: _Toc464867268][bookmark: _Toc465126266][bookmark: _Toc534467595][bookmark: _Toc3164680]Emergency Cancellation or Postponement
Meetings may be canceled or postponed by the executive board due to severe weather or other extreme circumstances.  The executive board shall notify the membership with explanation, in the event there is cause to cancel or postpone a meeting. Notification shall follow the same process as the Call. 
[bookmark: _Toc465126267][bookmark: _Toc534467596][bookmark: _Toc3164681]Meeting Agenda
A proposed agenda shall be included with the Call to inform members of scheduled speakers, old business that must be addressed, and a proposed order which to address these matters. 
[bookmark: _Toc464867270][bookmark: _Toc465126268][bookmark: _Toc534467597][bookmark: _Toc3164682]Special Meetings
Special meetings may be called by the Chair or by a petition signed by at least as many voting members as constitutes a quorum.  Such petition must state the date, time, place and purpose of the special meeting, and a copy of the petition shall be submitted to the Secretary.  Written notification shall be mailed to the membership no less than seven (7) days before the special meeting of the date, time, place and purpose of the special meeting and only those items included in the stated purpose shall be officially acted upon at such special meeting. 
[bookmark: _Toc464867271][bookmark: _Toc465126269][bookmark: _Toc534467598][bookmark: _Toc3164683]Quorum
A quorum for any general or special meeting shall consist of twelve voting members.
[bookmark: _Toc464867272][bookmark: _Toc465126270][bookmark: _Toc534467599][bookmark: _Toc3164684]Proxy Voting
To accommodate members that may have difficulties attending meetings, a member may petition the body, in writing, to grant a specific member to hold their proxy vote.  This petition must provide a justification for the request and the person to assign the proxy vote to. Notification of the request shall be placed on the call and agenda of the next business meeting. The petition shall be read at the next business meeting and, if so moved, shall require a two-thirds majority vote to grant the petition.  In no case may one member hold more than a single proxy vote and proxies expire 3 months from being issued, unless otherwise specified in the motion to pass them.  Executive Board members are prohibited from holding any proxy votes.
[bookmark: _Toc465126271][bookmark: _Toc534467600][bookmark: _Toc3164685]Electronic Attendance
All Executive Board members and state legislative representatives may attend and participate in meetings using audio or video conferencing. Members may request to be granted this right using the same process as obtaining proxy voting privileges. 
[bookmark: _Toc464867273][bookmark: _Toc465126272][bookmark: _Toc534467601][bookmark: _Toc3164686]Executive Board
[bookmark: _Toc464867274][bookmark: _Toc465126273][bookmark: _Toc534467602][bookmark: _Toc3164687]Membership
The Executive Board shall consist of all elected officers of the 21st LD.  
[bookmark: _Toc464867275][bookmark: _Toc464867276][bookmark: _Toc465126274][bookmark: _Toc534467603][bookmark: _Toc3164688]Duties
[bookmark: _Toc464867277][bookmark: _Toc465126275][bookmark: _Toc534467604][bookmark: _Toc3164689]Annual Review
The Executive Board shall order an annual financial review of the books of the organization, and the results shall be presented to the membership at the January meeting.  
[bookmark: _Toc469478734][bookmark: _Toc469478838][bookmark: _Toc464867278][bookmark: _Toc465126276][bookmark: _Toc534467605][bookmark: _Toc3164690]Schedule Meetings
The Executive Board shall prepare a two-year calendar to fulfill the purpose of the organization to be submitted for approval by the membership at the February meeting.
[bookmark: _Toc464867279][bookmark: _Toc465126277][bookmark: _Toc534467606][bookmark: _Toc3164691]Budgeting
The Executive board shall submit a budget to finance the organization’s activities for approval by the membership at the March meeting.  
[bookmark: _Toc464867280][bookmark: _Toc465126278][bookmark: _Toc534467607][bookmark: _Toc3164692]Other Duties
The Executive Board shall also be empowered to make such other necessary decisions to ensure the proper operation of the 21st LD, subject to approval of the membership at the next regular meeting. 
[bookmark: _Toc464867281][bookmark: _Toc465126279][bookmark: _Toc534467608][bookmark: _Toc3164693]Executive Board Meetings 
The Executive Board shall meet at least five (5) days before any regular membership meeting.  If the Executive Board is not able to meet due to inclement weather, or other extreme circumstances, the meeting may be canceled without the need for rescheduling.  Additional board meetings may be called by the Chairperson or by a quorum of the Executive Board.  
[bookmark: _Toc465126280][bookmark: _Toc534467609][bookmark: _Toc3164694]Non-officer Attendance and Participation
All general and associate members shall be allowed to attend Executive Board meetings. 
[bookmark: _Toc464867282][bookmark: _Toc465126281][bookmark: _Toc534467610][bookmark: _Toc3164695]Quorum
A quorum for Executive Board meetings shall consist of four members of the Executive Board.
[bookmark: _Toc465126282][bookmark: _Toc534467611][bookmark: _Toc3164696]Electronic Participation
If Executive Board members cannot attend the meeting in person, they may attend in a form that allows aural participation, including but not limited to phone or video conference. No votes shall be conducted or cast by email.
[bookmark: _Toc464867283][bookmark: _Toc465126283][bookmark: _Toc534467612][bookmark: _Toc3164697]Committees
[bookmark: _Toc464867284][bookmark: _Toc534467613][bookmark: _Toc465126284][bookmark: _Toc3164698]Standing Committees
In addition to pursuing the duties of their respective committees, individual matters may be referred to any standing committee by the membership.
[bookmark: _Toc464867285][bookmark: _Toc465126285][bookmark: _Toc534467614][bookmark: _Toc3164699]Diversity & Membership
This committee shall be responsible for formulating and coordinating strategies to promote inclusion in the 21st LD.  Special attention should be given to encouraging the participation of under-represented minorities in the membership of the 21st LD.
[bookmark: _Toc469478849][bookmark: _Toc464867286][bookmark: _Toc465126286][bookmark: _Toc534467615][bookmark: _Toc3164700]Endorsements and Elections
This committee shall be responsible to monitor upcoming elections, identify declared and/or potential candidates, interview candidates on the ballot and review initiatives, and then present their recommendations to the membership for endorsement. Once endorsements have been made, this committee shall also plan, recommend and coordinate campaign efforts for endorsed candidates and initiatives.
[bookmark: _Toc464867287][bookmark: _Toc465126287][bookmark: _Toc534467616][bookmark: _Toc3164701]Fundraising and Events
This committee is responsible for strategizing, reviewing, recommending, and coordinating fundraising activities to the membership. In addition, this committee is responsible for planning events for the 21st Legislative District.
[bookmark: _Toc464867288][bookmark: _Toc465126288][bookmark: _Toc534467617][bookmark: _Toc3164702] Education and Issues
This committee shall be responsible for developing and overseeing training of members and PCOs in meeting process and canvassing efforts (including Vote Builder). In addition, this committee shall seek to facilitate education on issues relevant to the 21st Legislative District including producing briefs for use in canvassing and seeking out speakers for presentations at general meetings and special events.
[bookmark: _Toc464867289][bookmark: _Toc465126289][bookmark: _Toc534467618][bookmark: _Toc3164703]Technology
This committee shall be responsible for the planning, development, and maintenance of the technological assets that support the efforts of the 21st LD.  This committee shall also be responsible for moderating online forums used for communication and advancement of the 21st LD, including but not limited to Facebook, Twitter, and any websites owned by the 21st LD.
[bookmark: _Toc465126290][bookmark: _Toc534467619][bookmark: _Toc3164704]Rules
This committee is responsible for reviewing all proposed bylaws amendments and presenting recommendations to the membership.  This committee may also recommend changes in policies, special rules and standing rules as needed. This committee shall be responsible for a full review of the bylaws, policies, and special/standing rules every 6 months and shall present to the membership recommendations for proposed amendments.
[bookmark: _Toc464867291][bookmark: _Toc465126291][bookmark: _Toc534467620][bookmark: _Toc3164705]Other Committees
Committees, for purposes different than the standing committees, may be established by the membership.  The Executive Board may recommend committees be established as deemed necessary, subject to approval by the membership.
[bookmark: _Toc465126292][bookmark: _Toc534467621][bookmark: _Toc3164706]Quorum
The Quorum for any committee is a majority of its members or two, whichever is greater.
[bookmark: _Toc464867292][bookmark: _Toc465126293][bookmark: _Toc534467622][bookmark: _Toc3164707]Committee Member Selection
All committee members not specified in these bylaws may be appointed by the membership. The Chair may appoint members to serve on committees. Any member so appointed shall be voted on by the membership at the next general meeting. The Chair is an ex-officio member of all committees, except nominations and disciplinary, but does not have a vote on these committees unless granted this right by the membership. 
[bookmark: _Toc464867293][bookmark: _Toc465126294][bookmark: _Toc534467623][bookmark: _Toc3164708]Committee Member Removal
Committee members, including those specifically appointed in these bylaws, may be removed from their committee by a two-thirds vote of members present at a general or special meeting, or a simple majority if prior notice is given.
[bookmark: _Toc464867294][bookmark: _Toc465126295][bookmark: _Toc534467624][bookmark: _Toc3164709]Accounting Procedure
Section 8. 01 - ACCOUNTS

[bookmark: _GoBack]To comply fully with Public Disclosure Commission (PDC) and other campaign finance laws, take full advantage of the enhanced powers granted Legislative District Organizations, and maximize the 21st District Democrats support of Democratic candidates, the 21st Legislative District Democratic Organization shall establish, maintain and file the appropriate Public Disclosure Commission reports for Exempt (Operating) and Non-Exempt (Political Action) accounts. To ensure a transparent political process, all PDC reporting must be made using “full reporting”. Under no circumstances is  the 21st LD to file reports that knowingly omit or obfuscate the source or destination of funds.

Section 8. 01.01 - THE OPERATING ACCOUNT
This Exempt account shall be utilized to fund operating expenses and indirect support of candidates, such as Party mailings, and other forms of support provided for by law.

Section 8. 01.02 - THE POLITICAL ACTION FUND – THE VICTORY ACCOUNT
This Non-Exempt account shall be utilized to provide direct financial support to candidates who have been endorsed by the 21st Legislative District Democratic Organization, in accordance with applicable campaign finance laws. The emphasis of contributions will be to assist candidates whose candidacies or ballot measures further the interests of
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the 21st Legislative District Democratic Organization. Financial support for the Political Action Fund will be generated through direct mail and other fundraising activities.

Section 8. 01.03 - DEPOSIT AND TRANSFER OF FUNDS
Because Washington State law allows for the transfer of funds from Political Action Fund accounts to Operating Accounts but prohibits the reverse, all proceeds from the 21st District Democrats fundraising events shall be initially deposited in the Political Action Fund and maintained there until the Treasurer needs to transfer funds to pay Operating Account expenses. All accounts used to collect digital payment shall be governed in accordance with the provisions in this article.

Section 8. 02 - EARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS

The 21st Legislative District Democratic Organization shall not accept donations earmarked for or against candidates. A donor's support for or opposition to any candidate shall not be a factor in the decision of the membership to allocate funds. The Executive Board may accept contributions that are earmarked for operating expenses for campaign activities unrelated to the support of any candidate. Such contributions shall be used for the specified purpose or returned to the donor.

Section 8. 03 - DISBURSEMENT

Section 8. 03.01 - OPERATING ACCOUNT
Disbursements from the Operating Account made by the Executive Board shall be made in accordance with the 21st Legislative District Democratic Organization Budget. Disbursements falling outside the budget may be made by means motions passed or ratified by the membership. All disbursements over $250 require the sign-off the Treasurer and at least one an additional officer listed on the bank account.

Section 8. 03.02 - POLITICAL ACTION FUND
All disbursements from this account must be made with the approval of the membership. No disbursements shall be made to support candidates or initiatives that are not endorsed by the 21st LD. Disbursements that are destined to a PAC/SuperPAC must be approved by the membership, with prior written notice, by a two-thirds majority vote.

To comply fully with  PDC rules and other all applicable  campaign finance laws, the 21st Legislative District Democratic Organization shall establish, maintain and file the appropriate Public Disclosure Commission reports for the 21st LD financial accounts. Under no circumstances is the 21st LD to file reports that knowingly omit or obfuscate the source or destination of funds.
[bookmark: _Toc464867296][bookmark: _Toc465126297][bookmark: _Toc534467625][bookmark: _Toc3164710]The General Account 
To simplify reporting and reduce legal exposure due to filing errors, a single account shall be established. This account shall be utilized to cover all expenses and support of candidates, such as Party mailings, and other forms of support provided for by law. This account shall be filed with the PDC under full reporting status. A detailed ledger of all activity shall be maintained by the secretary. 
[bookmark: _Toc500697685][bookmark: _Toc534467626][bookmark: _Toc464867297][bookmark: _Toc465126298][bookmark: _Toc3164711]Transparency
To ensure a transparent political process, all members of the 21st LD shall have the right to inspect the 21st LD financial records upon request.
[bookmark: _Toc534467627][bookmark: _Toc3164712]Earmarked Contributions
The 21st Legislative District Democratic Organization shall not accept donations earmarked for or against candidates. A donor's support for or opposition to any candidate shall not be a factor in the decision of the membership to allocate funds. The Executive Board may accept contributions that are earmarked for operating expenses for campaign activities unrelated to the support of any candidate. Such contributions shall be used for the specified purpose or returned to the donor.
[bookmark: _Toc534467628][bookmark: _Toc3164713]Disbursement
[bookmark: _Toc534467629][bookmark: _Toc3164714]Organizational Expenses 
Disbursements for organizational expenses made by the Executive Board shall be made in accordance with the adopted 21st LD Budget. Disbursements falling outside the budget may be made by means motions passed or ratified by the membership. All disbursements over $250 require the sign-off of the Treasurer and at least one additional officer listed on the bank account.
[bookmark: _Toc534467630][bookmark: _Toc3164715]Candidate And Pac Contributions 
The emphasis of contributions will be to assist candidates whose candidacies or ballot measures further the interests of the 21st Legislative District Democratic Organization. All disbursements to candidates must be made with the approval of the membership. No disbursements shall be made to support candidates or initiatives that are not endorsed by the 21st LD. Disbursements that are destined to a PAC/SuperPAC must be approved by the membership, with prior written notice, by a two-thirds majority vote.
[bookmark: _Toc464867303][bookmark: _Toc465126304][bookmark: _Toc534467631][bookmark: _Toc3164716]Parliamentary Authority
Absent other controlling rules or procedures, all meetings and procedures shall be governed by the most recent edition of Roberts Rules of Order, Newly Revised.  Due to the need to evaluate and adapt to changes in new editions of Robert’s Rules, to be suitable for adoption, a new edition of Roberts Rules of Order, Newly Revised, must be published for at least six months before automatically replacing the previous version.  The membership may adopt the newer edition before this 6 month period has elapsed by a two-thirds vote with prior written notice.
[bookmark: _Toc464867304][bookmark: _Toc465126305][bookmark: _Toc534467632][bookmark: _Toc3164717]Amendment of Bylaws
[bookmark: _Toc464867305][bookmark: _Toc465126306][bookmark: _Toc534467633][bookmark: _Toc3164718]Process
1) All proposed amendments must be made in writing.  
2) Upon receipt, proposed bylaws amendments shall be published for review to the 21st LD website and shall be automatically referred to the Rules Committee.  
3) This committee shall have a minimum of 14 days to review and present recommendations and proposed changes to the membership for a vote at the next business meeting after the review period. 
4) If the proposed amendment is submitted along with a petition for a special meeting at which to vote on the amendment, the Rules Committee shall review and present their recommendations for a vote at that special meeting. 
5) Amendments to these Bylaws require written notification and a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative vote of PCOs present for adoption. The membership may vote to refer the matter back to the committee if more deliberation is necessary.
[bookmark: _Toc534467634][bookmark: _Toc3164719]Code Of Conduct
[bookmark: _Hlk532503206]1) The 21st LD Democrats Organization operates under 21st LD Democrats Code of Conduct, as defined in our standing rules, which is based on Washington State Democrat's Code of Conduct .
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[bookmark: _Toc3164720]Special Rules of Order
These rules relate to parliamentary process and supersede the Parliamentary Authority. These rules may be passed, suspended, or removed in accordance with the Parliamentary Authority.
1. Limits for debate shall be set at 3 minutes per member. Members may speak twice in debate.
2. Changes to policy documents require previous notice and 2/3 majority.
3. No agenda adopted for a meeting may set a specific time for any matter.
[bookmark: _Toc3164721]Standing Rules
These rules relate to the operation of meetings and are supplemental to the Bylaws. These rules may be passed, suspended, or removed in accordance with the Parliamentary Authority.
1) At each meeting, treasurer must disclose all balances, donations from candidates or groups, (such as PACs, Unions, Corporations, etc) and all individual donations over $500. All disbursements must be disclosed.
2) At Executive Board meetings, all non-officer general and associate members present may speak in debate, but are limited to one minute, one time per motion.
